Dear Tea rl, 10/18/72 

oiiicidonce your letter of the 11th corang today. lestcruay afternoon I was mowing 
a piece &£ hillside Vim libera tdiig from the lioneysuckle, long-*growing roses and small 
tree b and bushes, with a lawn- naower yet, and wishing I liad a machete with no to chop at 
what I conldti ff t cut with the mower* Then t ids morning I heard the first support for t e 
^tiiso fiction on ^uba, China and narcotics* It was restricted to ^hina and came from a 
^arine Corps general, hal£, who was defending everyone else* do there is agreement with 
dtriso from the extreme right* also included an editor early this morning, on TV* His 
name is J£* Stanton Evans* 

These are not the vjays I prefer \.o think about you! In such company! 
forget about the machete* I didn t realise there was a duty on such things* 1*11 now 
iiava to dope out how to make myself a*' scabbard* Can be done* 

X can t always help, but please try to think of tlxe ways in which I might and include 
what would be needed* ^xonple! two references to an unnamed L.A* lawyer* There is a reporter 
there from whom I might easily get a dependable rundown* 

The lawyer should have advised you of the sequence of events* January is not far away* 
Advance copies will be out before then* If you can t think of anyother way of getting one, 
you should have a press friend there who could write for a review copy based on the Playboy 
piece* Tiiey are generally available three months pro pub, in this case proofs at least four 
months ago* If they are really striving for a movieH, they ’ 11 plaster the review copies* 

Hy own view is that regardless of what the sequence is, the duty of a writer is to 
write. So, write* ^on't Ignore the possibility tlrnt their book excites interest but isn’t 
the best movie approach* I think I’ve sug ested the most viable in that medium* Tide does 
not preclude anything else or interfere with any timing the lawyer may prefer* 

If furst is a picture agent, the more he sees the more he is able to get interested, 
and the more interested ho becomes, the better the possibilities of his doing something* 

What I saw in the draft of the igest piece is not the host foot to put forward* 

1 think you are wrong to try to seel an article before you have the book. H is always 



better to have the article plug the book and, in fact, coco from it* 

xi o conflict between a book axil suing for theft, as 1 3ee it* The more hurt done your 
book, the more damage attributable to the theft of part, no? So, WHITE* 

St rise: X don t believe you that I’m wrong* I don o t care how straight you think he is* 
He can be st aighk and huts, for one illustration. But his feeding you bum steers and 
bad influences is not something I’ll ignore or attribute to his being so "straight 11 * 
serves purposes and interests othei’ than yours and he either lies to you or is intelligence* 
He is feeding you a^actionay political line that can t have avlidity and telling you 
of himself what can t be true* Hhd I have enough avxareneas of his past with me and others 
on the JFK thing* ~ 

Drugs! Can t evaluate Joel’s brother as a source but Turner? Iqu gotta be kidding to 
believe any tiling lie says iiGW because he s^ys it* But if you want some example, be my guest! 
He isn’t oven a good crook* he was one of the worse influences on Uarriosri, who could do 
badly enough without any* I’m going to drop the drug stuff* 4J ake your own mistakes, but I 
had to see you making those of others ana your work and integrity suffering for it* 

Striso’s letters! check on copies. His reasons? V/ithou , knowing more 1 can only guess* 
That tills is rubbish he is i^Lving you is no guess* I don’t think anything else is essential* 
But with more knowledge, perhaps a reasonably certain analysis can be made* That is the not 
the im; .ediately-importaiit thing. A-laxing all that crap from your work and mind is# Don’t 
let his intrusion louse up a good thing, 'decides, you don^t know how intelligence operates, 
whether directly or indirectly, and they alone often lnow their purposes* "ho can figure 
the sick? So, 1 say the first thing is wliat he lias told you, and that is all bad and 
destructive' of the work* Politics is another possible Explanation, * engeance* belf-* 
importance* i*any. *ou can got lost in thorn, tefrh nt not once you recognise tiiat he Jmd lied 
and distorted and ini sre presented. lou ask me to define him. Excuse a simplified oneswrong* 

If you need more, ask* I think that is enough. The other areas arc conjectural and why if 
there is no need to know more than that he is wrong worry about more? 

11 Bo you know bar risen saw his ms and said most of it seemed to check out'/ 11 
PEARL 1 I take it you mean ho told you this, Ho, 1 didiut know, and if I believed it, 
it would convince me even more* Garrison is rabid and lias no idea of what is fact, wliat 
a also, what the creation of his mind, manufactured from nothing more than desire* I know 
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252? V n fb 2?T f Ms *“*»»* who ho like end dislikes and why, what ho 

tUu , as. o* *ue tine I know about ItUt can bo entirely different th- „„v+ ^ i 

know that he sawd iie had doubts about iitrl'ro tr io/fi« v 7 -x^ioj, ana 

mean before 0 r afte- that date w !ii ^ Y 60 ' bucaUiic he so told uc. That doesn't 

ho thinks LLuS SS «*Sd« S ‘ICSsf S'tSh^* . 

has meaning, southing on iVhich you can depend^ The ■fact I * ^ ou C0I1Qider tr ^ 3 

>“ \- ** if ho < 1000 , tta, Co S iSt SiSl SttvY 1 " ” V “ *“ 3trls ° 

hor CSY ‘n ““ “• •* “*• *» -» a- 

rsra «A. 

„„ ,,r ^ffte; Iou told- me long ago that the “mbasoy had been told to oretond tarn* i. 

=■=.“ r suss 

SH ~ TO » :*« 

sS* 

mowing or wnutever i d be doing. X rues;; tha- ~>~+ nr i+- „i„ - \ “ ? “hopping or 

tow .any things prevent it. «nd how much I do because X have to,^“a^^ wSt^o^ 
an» longer, *o*e work on the k ay case. The challenge is gone and I'm baling with ruts 
^=1“ too nuen to do to have to prevent all the foolishness nuts trf. o2?* 
one sort) certain way of asking enemies being light, - J olliy 

i^ars ago X didn t feel old; How X do. I don't believe it is all nhysical 

"®^ S * 00 ’ 1 m ^tns to tackle each thing I have a chance to bring to mi end -to 

^ . J y 011 - 01 thfJ problems requiring attention, I am aware of you- nroblen in 
getting do™ to writing, I have it now. and I long so... ‘ 1 

Put the powder puff away and put the nose to the grindstone. 

i m not trying to pry, but I have met many people in end mmi . 

the law and movies, so when you mention any, JjS£ you^o^ St te " “ 

if I know anything. I'll give you what - W. ^ p ’ W 00 aanes 311(1 
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Best regards. 



